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Introduction 

The interdisciplinary honors minor in medicine, literature, and culture is among the many 
opportunities offered to students through the programs sponsored by Honors Carolina. This 
academic minor, developed in collaboration with the Department of English and Comparative 
Literature and the Department of Social Medicine in the UNC School of Medicine, explores the 
cultural and historical dimensions of medical practice. The minor encourages students to view 
the practice of medicine not simply as an application of chemical and biological analyses of and 
interventions in the functioning of the human body but also as a cultural practice embedded in 
changing ideas of disease, health, doctors, patients, medical institutions, and ethics. 
Consequently, the interdisciplinary honors minor in medicine, literature, and culture appeals to 
students majoring in disciplines as varied as the physical and life sciences, the humanities and 
fine arts, and the social and behavioral sciences.  

Program of Study 

An interdisciplinary honors minor in medicine, literature, and culture is offered. 

Minoring in Medicine, Literature, and Culture 

The interdisciplinary honors minor in medicine, literature, and culture is available to students 
accepted into Honors Carolina and to any undergraduate student who has achieved and maintains 
a grade point average of 3.00 or better. Requirements for the minor include five courses 
representing at least three different subject codes. ENGL 268H Medicine, Literature, and Culture 
is required and is considered one of the three subject codes. Options for additional courses 
include, but are not limited to, the following courses: 

ENGL 266 Science and Literature 

ENGL 390 Studies in Literary Topics: Representing Medicine 

ENGL 489 Cultural Studies—Contemporary Issues: Literature, Medicine, and Disability 

CMPL 383 Literature and Medicine 

ANTH 444 Medicine, Politics, and Justice 

ANTH 470 Medicine and Anthropology 

ANTH 473 Anthropology of the Body and the Subject 
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JOMC 560 Medical Journalism 

HNRS 650 Topics in Medicine and the Humanities 

Additional courses can be applied to the requirements for this minor with the approval of the 
advisor for the minor. 

At least three courses used to fulfill requirements for the minor must be counted exclusively in 
the minor and cannot be double-counted with a major or second minor. A minimum of 12 hours 
of C (not C-) or better is required in the minor. All courses must be taken for a standard letter 
grade, with the exception of one course (three to four credit hours) of By-Examination (BE) 
credit. 

Graduate School and Career Opportunities 

Training in the medical humanities combined with appropriate major fields of study will prepare 
students for a variety of careers in medicine and health care, health affairs and policy, and social 
services. The minor may also be a value for those planning postgraduate studies in more 
traditional humanities fields such as literature and history.  

Contact Information 

Ritchie Kendall, CB# 3510, James M. Johnston Center for Undergraduate Excellence, 225 
Graham Memorial, (919) 843-7755, rkendall@email.unc.edu. Web site: 
honorscarolina@unc.edu. 
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