
ADMINISTRATIVE BOARDS MEETING 
Wednesday, November 28, 2007 

3:00pm-5:00pm 
207/208 YMCA Building (Campus Y) 

 
The meeting came to order at 3:02pm on Wednesday, November 28, 2007 in 207/208 YMCA Building, and was 
chaired by Dean Bobbi Owen. 
  
Members in attendance:  Carolyn Cannon, Ray Dooley, Bruce Fried, Donna Gilleskie, Lynn Glassock, Thomas 
Hill, Michelle Hoyman, Kevin Jeffay, Alice Kuzniar, Rich McLaughlin,  Bobbi Owen, Patrick O’Neill, Abigail 
Panter, Gary Pielak, Alice Poehls, Tom Reinert, James Rives, Jay Smith, Adam Versenyi, and Jan Yopp. 
  
Guests:  Kim Bussey (Office of Undergraduate Education), Barbara Stenross (Academic Advising), Bob Miles 
(Study Abroad Office), Jim Leloudis (History), & Anne Whisnant (Faculty Governance Office) 
 
 
1.  Study Abroad Proposals 
The following Study Abroad Proposals were approved by the Boards. 
 

• Burch Field Research Seminar 366 – Sierra Nevada 
• Burch Field Research Seminar 367 – Turkey 
• Honors Program at University of Singapore 
• Exchange Program with University of Navarra, JOMC 
• Study Abroad Program with University of Jordan, Asian Studies 
• Study Abroad Program with Instituto Universitario Asociacion Cristiana de Jovenes in Montevideo, EXSS 

 
 
2.  Curriculum Change Proposals  
 
The following Curriculum Change proposals were approved by the Boards:  (copies of all proposals can be 
received through the Undergraduate Curricula Office) 
 

• Hebrew Language:  Credit for Hebrew 101.   
• Japanese Language:  5 year extension of credit for Japanese 101. 
• Hindi-Urdu Minor:  additional courses 
• Art History:  major and minor revisions 
 
 

3.  Course Additions  
 
The Boards approved the following course additions: 
 

• COMP393 – EE (approved for 3 years.  Summary will need to be seen at the end of the 3 year period) 
• DRAM487 – LA 
• HIST420 – HS, NA, WB 
• MATH283 – QI (with additional grading information provided) 
• MUSC269 – EE 
• PHIL474 – PH (with clarification of high participation grading percentage) 
• PHIL560 – CI, EE, PH 
• PHYS410 – EE 
 
 

The Boards did not approve the following courses: 
 



• ENST530 – There was insufficient information in the syllabus. 
• GEOG541 – There was not enough information regarding grading on discussion led & participation 
• GEOG542 – There was not enough information regarding grading on discussion led & participation 

 
 
Non-Gen Ed courses: 
 

• ANTH442 – approved with evidence of final exam 
• ANTH443 – approved with evidence of final exam 
• ANTH444 – approved with evidence of final exam 
• BIOL458  
• BIOL568 
• ENST474 
• GEOL110 
• GEOL225 
• HNUR220 
• MASC395 
• MUSC233 – approved with additional participation grading information 
• POLI406 
• SWAH405 
 

 
4.  Course Revisions  
 
The Boards approved the following course revisions: 
 

• AFAM101 – approved as US, not approved as WB 
• AFAM280 
• CHIN463 
• CHIN464 
• CHIN562 – (with clarification of high participation grading percentage) 
• CLAR263 
• COMP380 
• ENGL697 
• GEOG266 
• ITAL371 

 
 Miscellaneous Approvals by Jay Smith 
 
AFAM554 – cross list request with ART554, which already exists 
AFRI101 – title change, from “Introduction to African Civilization” to “Introduction to Africa” 
AFRI453 – cross list request with ART453, which already exists 
AFRI488 – cross list request with ART488, which already exists 
AMST057 – clarification of hours of field work, EE gen ed 
AMST202 – title change, from “Approaches to American Studies” to “Historical Approaches to American Studies” & 
course description change, from “This course is an introduction to interdisciplinary study that surveys the methods and 
diversity of American cultural analysis by examining a historical sequence of representative moments, sites, and texts.” to 
“A study of interdisciplinary methods and the concept of American Studies with an emphasis on historical and cultural 
analysis. 
AMST201 – title change, from “Approaches to American Studies” to “Literary Approaches to American Studies” & course 
description change, from “This course will explore, through literary texts and documents, music, pictorial images 
and film, moments central to the American experience, examining their special issues, themes, and problems.” to “A study 
of interdisciplinary methods and the concept of American Studies with an emphasis on the historical context for literary 
texts.” 
AMST203 – final exam information attached to syllabus 
AMST387 – NA & GL gen eds removed, final exam information attached to syllabus 



ART153 – title change, from “Survey of Asian Art” to “Introduction to South Asian Art” 
CHIN101 – title change, from “Elementary Chinese” to “Elementary Chinese I” 
CHIN102 – title change, from “Elementary Chinese” to “Elementary Chinese II” 
CHIN203 – title change, from “Intermediate Chinese” to “Intermediate Chinese I” 
CHIN204 – title change, from “Intermediate Chinese” to Intermediate Chinese II” 
POLI431 – accidentally deleted by POLI dept. Re-submitted & approved 

 
 
**Dean Stenross spoke briefly on The>199 requirement for Distributive Supplemental Ed.  Discussion will 
continue at the next meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:04pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BURCH SEMINAR PROPOSAL 

 
BFRS 366: Burch Program in the Sierra Nevadas 

“A Walking Classroom” 
 

Summer 2008  
6 weeks, late June – early August 

 
Professor Greg Gangi 

Director of Academic Programs for the Institute for the Environment 
and Assistant Research Professor 

 
April 9, 2007 

 
 
 

1. Introduction 
 
This program aims to teach students about field ecology and field research methods 
through integrated investigation of the history and ecology of the Sierra Nevada. 
Participants in this seminar will hike over 250 miles through the second largest 
continuous wilderness area in the contiguous US - the Sierra Nevada Mountains in 
California. The six –week program starts in the Yosemite Valley and ends in the Giant 
Forest in Sequoia National Park.  
 
This program was offered for the first time in the summer of 2004 with twenty-six 
students. The program proved extremely successful in terms of students’ learning, their 
experience living outdoors in the Sierra Nevada, and in creating sustained learning 
communities. A number of students from the freshman group of the 2004 program 
bonded very closely and formed a student group called S.W.E.A.T (Students Working in 
the Environment for Active Transformation).  S.W.E.A.T successfully worked with the 
Greenbelt Movement in Kenya last year raising over $10,000 for development work and 
contributing their labor to the town’s reforestation efforts.  
 
 
2. Program goals 
 
The Burch Seminar in the Sierra Nevadas aims to teach students about the ecology and 
biodiversity of the region, as well as the relationship and attitudes of our society to the 
environment.  The experiential nature of this outdoor education program aims to create a 
vibrant intellectual climate among the participants and encourages students to view their 
university experience as an opportunity for personal development.  
 
The program also gives students an opportunity to make important and meaningful 
connections between their academic learnings and their immediate environment. This is 
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not only true for the biodiversity class but also for the New Frontiers class. Many of the 
topics such as; Romanticism in the US, the US environmental movement, water and the 
development of the West, and the evolution of US environmental policy and law all have 
strong connections with the Sierra Nevada. 
 
This program aspires to go beyond delivering a first-rate academic field experience to its 
individual participants, by building a learning community that will continue to bear fruit. 
The “Walking Classroom” through its unique methodology helps develop alternative and 
innovative modes of collaboration and mutual support in a spirit of collective and 
participatory learning and critical inquiry. 
 
 
3. Academic coursework 
 
This summer program seeks to combine coursework with a unique hands-on learning 
experience. The program will take place over the two summer sessions. During the first 
term, students will do reading and written assignments and prepare a seminar that will be 
presented during the trip. During the second term, the trail will serve as our classroom. 
The classroom portion will consist of a mix of lectures, seminars and field work. 
 
Students on the Burch Seminar in the Sierra Nevadas will take the following two courses:  
 

 HNRS 352 / ENST 208, New Frontiers: Environment and Society in the US 
(4 credits) 
 

Taught by Dr. Gregory Gangi and Andrew Gerschutz. This class will probe the 
diverse and changing responses of American society to its environment. Through 
reading and written assignments and intense outdoor classroom discussions we 
shall examine various social, economic, institutional, geographic, ecological, and 
philosophical components of American attitudes and actions toward the 
environment. We will also include a large component on the evolution of 
environmental policy and law in the US. It is the goal of this class to give students 
a clearer sense of the role that the environment has played in shaping US society 
and the role that our society plays in producing environmental change around the 
world. This class meets for at least 1.5 hours each day of the week in the early 
evening. Approximately half of this class will consist of lectures and the other 
half will consist of student seminars. Seminar topics will be assigned about two 
months before the official start of the program. 
 
 

 HNRS 351 / ENST 404, Mountain Biodiversity (4 credits) 
 

This course will include teaching modules by all four instructors. This class will 
examine the geology, climate and ecology and natural history of the Sierra 
Nevada, and explore its human history along with the art and writing that has 
been inspired by this magnificent landscape. The course will also examine the 
field of conservation biology and the roots of the triumphs and failures to protect 
biological resources in and around the Sierra Nevada. 
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Ninety percent of this course will be a natural science class. Towards the end of 
the course, Students will learn how and why the world’s mountain ranges are vital 
regions for all of humanity, providing a wide range of service, most importantly 
water for hundreds of millions of people. The Sierra Nevada is preserved as a 
wilderness, an artificial construct but the course will also consider how to 
preserve fragile mountain environments, while improving the lives of those who 
live in the mountains.  
 
On non-hiking days, this course meets for two combined sessions for a total of 3 
hours per day. On hiking days, the course meets once a day for 1.5 hours.  
 
The course includes reading assignments before the trip, exams in the field and a 
final paper which is due after the trip. The topic for this paper will be chosen in 
consultation with the instructors during the trip. 

 
Structure of academic coursework: 
 

The group will take approximately twice as long to hike the route than most long-distance 
hikers would take. This allows for not only having class time during the day time but it 
also allows for incorporating numerous non-hiking days into the program. These layover 
days are used for intensive coursework and to learn about field research methodologies. 
Each of the two courses meets for a minimum of one hour a day. The social science class 
will have a minimum of 40 contact hours and the natural science class will have well over 
60 contact hours. The social science class is always scheduled for after dinner and the 
natural science class meets during the daytime. 
 

 
4. The Team 
 
The following two out of three colleagues from the 2004 seminar are eager to participate 
in the 2008 Burch Seminar: 
 

 Katherine Semsar, PhD Zoology (NC State University)  
Katherine will teach her units again on zoology and conservation biology and 
field research methods. 

 Andy Gerschutz – MS Biology /Plant Ecology (UNC), currently a Law student at 
Duke University.  
Andy will teach units on plant ecology, botany field research methods and 
environmental policy and law. 

 
There are already a number of people who have expressed interest in the third TA 
position. The most likely candidate at this point is Sarah Hamman, PhD (Colorado State 
University).  Sarah is currently doing a post-doc at the University of Texas, but is 
interested in outdoor education.  Her dissertation work focused on biogeochemistry and 
the fire regime in Sequoia National Park. 
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5.  Program Itinerary 

The program generally takes 42 days and starts in Yosemite Valley and ends in the Giant 
Forest in Sequoia National Park. The following parks are visited: 

• Yosemite National Park 
• Ansel Adams Wilderness Area 
• John Muir Wilderness Area 
• Kings Canyon National Park  
• Sequoia National Park  

Along our route some of the superlatives that await us include: 

• One of the world's highest waterfalls (Yosemite Falls: 2,425 ft., 739m);  
• World's largest tree (General Sherman); 
• Highest peak in contiguous US (Mt. Whitney: 14,494 ft., 4,418m). 

 
6. Program logistics 
 
Housing 
 

Students on this program bring their own tents or rent a tent from UNC Outing Club for a 
very low price. Students share a tent with one other student and also share in the carrying 
of the tent. The Sierra Nevada has a Mediterranean type climate; there is amble 
precipitation in the winter, but very little in the summer.  
 
Meals 
 

The food is preplanned. Meals are ordered in bulk from Mary Jane Farm, an organic 
foods provider based in Idaho, and supplemented with items such as granola and pudding 
from local stores. Before the group leaves, every meal is packaged into bags that are 
intended for groups of four (the size of a cooking group) and boxed up and shipped to 
California to a drop off point. Pack stations are used to do two of these re-supplies. Meals 
are submitted to Mary Jane Farm before the beginning of the program. Fresh fruit and 
sandwiches are included as well. The provider sends out someone on a horse with a mule 
trail to meet the group at a pre-arranged location along the route. It usually takes four 
mules to carry the food for the group.  
Students not only eat all their meals with their cooking groups but cooking groups are 
also responsible for carrying all the food that pertains to their particular cooking group. 
Alcohol based stoves are used and no skills are required to cook the food since it is all 
freeze dried. The alcohol based stoves are very safe unlike many camp stoves that use 
compressed white gas. 
 
Physical requirements 
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Students should be prepared to backpack an average of eight miles a day and often carry 
as much 45 lbs in their pack. Students will also be expected to share in all the duties of 
trail life such cooking, cleaning and securing food from bears. A number of layover days 
will be built into the schedule in order to give students time to relax and pursue their own 
interests such as fishing, photography, drawing, botany, etc. Classes will take place on 
these days but the time normally spent hiking can be used by the students for leisurely 
activities. 
 
Healthcare 
 

The program will provide a list of hospitals that are accessible in the areas in which the 
program will take place. The faculty director and the three team leaders will each have 
completed wilderness first aid training and will carry a first aid kit with them. Each team 
will have at least one cell or satellite phone, which can be used to call an emergency 
helicopter in the case of a serious injury or other medical emergency.    
 
 
7. Program requirements and size 
 
This program will be open to all UNC undergraduate students with a 3.0 GPA or higher. 
In addition, incoming freshmen who have been admitted to the UNC Honors program 
will also be eligible to apply. The program will enroll at least 15 students and is limited to 
a maximum of 25 students.  
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BURCH SEMINAR PROPOSAL 
 

BFRS 367: Burch Seminar in Turkey 
 

Layered Identities: Istanbul, Anatolia, and Turkishness 
 

Summer 2008  
7 weeks, late May – early July 

 
Professor Sarah Shields 
Department of History 

University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill 
 

September 14, 2007 
 
 
 
           
1. PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 
Questions about collective identity have been at the forefront of recent analyses of contemporary 
Middle East conflicts.  Commentators and analysts assume that “Sunni” and “Shi’i” categories 
are fixed, mutually exclusive, and necessarily adversarial in Iraq, that “Kurds” and “Turks” have 
always recognized their differences and fought for prominence, that “Israelis” and “Palestinians” 
have been at war with each other “from time immemorial.”   
 
The students in this Burch Field Seminar will explore critically the nature of collective identities 
in Turkey.  This seminar will be located in a crossroads city, where civilization after civilization 
has left layers of physical remains.  Istanbul is a crossroads still, with the city straddling the 
Bosphorus which separates Europe from Asia.  As Turkey looks simultaneously west (still in 
stalled negotiations to join the European Union) and east (a major influence in economic 
development in former Soviet republics), Turks once again have an opportunity to redefine 
where they belong. Which of her pasts are being embraced by today’s Turks as they fashion their 
contemporary identities?   
 
This Burch Field Seminar will focus on issues of identity in modern Turkey.  My own research is 
about the creation of national identities in the Middle East during the 1920s and 1930s.  Turkey 
is an especially fascinating situation.  The center of the multi-ethnic and multi-lingual Ottoman 
Empire, the capital city of Istanbul already had a long history before Mehmet the Conqueror took 
it in 1452.  Those physical layers of former civilizations seem an appropriate metaphor for the 
kind of layers that exist in present-day Turkey.  The country is built upon the remains of many 
civilizations, and the modern state has simultaneously embraced and flung aside its past.  While 
the pre-Muslim Hittites are held up as the antecedents of today’s Turks, the religious and 
multicultural Ottomans have been rejected in favor of “modernity.”   
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Students from the University of North Carolina–Chapel Hill would travel with Professor Sarah 
Shields to Turkey for seven weeks during the summer of 2008.  They will receive credit for six 
hours. Parts of these two courses will take place as formal classroom lectures and discussions, 
but most of our work will be exploring the definition, creation, and dissemination of Turkish 
identity(ies).  We will spend our first three weeks in Istanbul, on extensive walking tours and in 
intensive discussion, analyzing the history of Turkey and the monuments of Istanbul, and laying 
the groundwork for the oral history project to follow.  Our fourth and fifth week will be on the 
road, exploring Turkish culture and history outside of its cultural capital.  By the time we return 
to Istanbul, the students will be prepared with new questions, extensive background, and 
familiarity with the city to complete our last two weeks engaged in conducting interviews, 
discussing findings, and preparing presentations.     
 
 
2. ACADEMICS 
 
Students on this 7-week program will be enrolled in the following two academic courses (three 
credits each): 

 Crossroads: History of Turkey 
 Turkey: Culture and Identity 

 
During the first three weeks of the program in Istanbul, the majority of academic contact hours 
will devoted to the Crossroads: History of Turkey course (two hours per day, five days a week), 
which will end after the two-week excursion. There will be at least one hour per day of formal 
instruction for the Turkey: Culture and Identity course. Afternoons will be spent in the history 
parts of the city at historic and cultural sites relevant to the course content (at least two hours 
each day). 
 

The academic content of the program will cover both courses equally during the excursion in 
weeks 4-5. Students will spend approximately four hours per day on educational tours visiting a 
number of historic sites. At least one hour per day per class will be formal instruction by 
Professor Shields.  
 

During the last two weeks of the program, students will receive approximately 1.5 hours of 
formal instruction for the Turkey: Culture and Identity course. In addition, it is expected that 
students will spend at least three hours per day on their oral history project. 
 
Both courses will receive course numbers in the Honors Department.  
The History of Turkey course will fulfill major credit in the Department of History.   
The Turkey: Culture and Identity course will fulfill major credit in Asian Studies.  
 
Outline of academic coursework: 
 
1. Crossroads: History of Turkey 

HNRS 353, 01S (major credit in History), 3 credits 
Approaches: Historical Analysis (HS), Connections: Beyond the North Atlantic World (BN), 
and Global Issues (GL) 
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Description:  
 

This course will introduce students to the centuries-long history of Turkey, focusing first on the 
imperial center, Byzantium/Constantinople/Istanbul.  As we walk the walls surrounding the 
Ottoman-era city, we will discuss the way the city’s past is visible in layers.  We will use the 
skills we acquire in this intensive examination to explore cities in the western third of the 
country. 
 
Structure:  
 

The first part of this course, in Istanbul, will be conducted as both lectures at the Caferağa 
Medresesi, an Art School in the Sultanahmet neighborhood, and as extensive walks through the 
city.  Each morning, the group will visit an important monument or museum that has been 
discussed the previous afternoon by Professor Shields or a guest lecturer.  After introductory 
walks and discussions, pairs of students will choose a site in Istanbul, find a way to it, and 
prepare a presentation for the group.    
 
Readings:  
 

John Freely, Strolling through Istanbul 
Steven Kinzer, Crescent and Star 
Orhan Pamuk, Istanbul 
Articles to be determined 
 
Requirements:  
 

Students will be expected to have completed all the reading before the relevant lecture/excursion, 
to participate in all discussions, and to keep a daily journal (1-2 pages) on their experiences in 
the city and on the road.  Students will choose one site in Istanbul for presentation to the group 
beginning in the middle of the second week.  They will submit an outline of their findings in 
time for the instructor to make suggestions.  During the second half of week two and all of week 
three, students will lead discussion at the sites.  Students will complete a final project on their 
experiences, research, and reading.  These projects should synthesize elements of both courses 
and their oral history project.  This final project could take the form of a paper (10 – 12 pages), a 
web site, or a documentary.  Daily journals on experiences and regular discussions of sites, 
interviews, and readings should allow students to begin working on their projects before the end 
of the third week.  (If students choose a documentary, the completed project will be due two 
weeks after returning to Chapel Hill to allow use of the facilities at the Johnston Center.) 
 
Class schedule: 
 

Week 1: The view from the Bridges: Between Asia and Europe 
Week 2: Up the Golden Horn: The Orthodox Patriarchate and the Byzantine City 
Weekend trip to Kutahya between weeks two and three (see attached) 
Week 3: Capital of the Ottomans: Mosques, Markets, and Palaces 
Weeks 4 and 5: On the Road  
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2. Turkey: Culture and Identity 
HNRS 353, 02S (major credit in Asian Studies), 3 credits 
Approaches: Historical Analysis (HS) 
Connections: Beyond the North Atlantic World (BN), Global Issues (GL), and Experiential 
Education (EE) 

 
Description:  
 

This course will introduce students to the varied cultural influences in modern-day Turkey.  We 
will focus especially on the tensions inherent in modern Turkish culture, poised between a 
multicultural past and an intensely nationalist present; insisting on secularism despite a 
population that is 97% Muslim; and perched between Asia and Europe, interacting with both, 
and seeking admission to the European Union.  The course will benefit from the lectures of a 
number of Turkish artists and cultural entrepreneurs, including Arzu Ozturkmen (Boğaziçi 
University), Gülnihal Küpeli (Marmara University), Ilber Ortayli (Director of Topkapi Palace 
Museum), and Efdaluddin Kilic (Caferağa Medresesi).  
 
Structure:  
 

The course will feature presentations and discussions with the people who define, create, and 
market Turkish culture.  There will also be group attendance at cultural events, and individual-
choice events.  We will begin by focusing on Istanbul, arguably the center of culture of modern 
Turkey.  During our two weeks of travel, we will explore the extent to which Turkish culture is 
uniform.  What does Turkishness mean outside the crossroads city?  We will travel to the 
Turkish heartland to compare city structures, monuments, arts, food, and entertainment to 
determine whether the layers of identity change as we travel east.  We will have regular lectures 
on the bus between cities and discussions in the evenings after our touring.  Students will keep 
regular daily journals, sound recordings, and visual notes.  When we return to Istanbul, students 
will conduct interviews to get some insight into how Turks define their own identities. 
 
Readings: 
 

 Arzu Ozturkmen, “Modern Dance Alla Turca: Transforming Ottoman Dance in Early 
Republican Turkey,” Dance Research Journal, (2003).  
 Arzu Ozturkmen,  “Celebrating National Holidays in Turkey: History and Memory,” 
New Perspectives on Turkey, Fall 2001, no. 25, pp.47-75. 
 Arzu Ozturkmen,  “From Constantinopolis to Istanbul: Two Sources on the Historical 
Folklore of a City,” Asian Folklore Studies, vol.61, pp.271-294 
 Turkish pop music web sites online 
“The Irresistable Charm of the Interview: Politics of Doing Oral History in Turkey,” Proceedings 

of the Xth International Oral History Conference, vol.II, pp.1138-1144. Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 

Website, UNC Southern Oral History Collection 
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Requirements:  
 

Students will be expected to have completed all the reading before the relevant lecture/excursion, 
and to participate in all discussions.  Students will work in pairs to analyze THREE of the 
following six elements of modern Turkish culture through their experiences with cultural events: 
 

 Visit and eat a meal at three different restaurants 
 Attend two concerts 
 Attend two performances (drama, dance, puppets) 
 Watch three Turkish TV programs at least twice 
 Spend two Saturday evenings on the pier at Ortakoy, or on Istiklal Caddesi in Taksim 
 Attend Friday prayers at two different mosques 

 
Each student will provide a short (4 page) reaction paper placing these experiences into their 
broader historical and (multi)cultural context (25%).   The final project (see History of Turkey 
description) will account for 30% of the grade for each of the courses. 
 
Oral History Project:  
 

Each UNC student will be paired with an English-speaking student from Boğaziçi University to 
create a set of questions and conduct interviews to answer an important research question each 
pair will articulate about the nature of Turkish identity in 2008. Interviews will be conducted 
with English-speakers, if possible. However, the Turkish students will assist with translation 
when necessary. This will provide the Turkish students an opportunity to practice English 
(courses are taught in English, but students are often uncomfortable with their conversation 
skills) and learn techniques of translation.  The course should also provide a fascinating 
opportunity for students to experience the frustrations and excitement of cross-cultural 
interpretation.   

Each pair of students will meet to discuss question they want to answer about the nature 
of Turkish identity. They will then create a set of questions to ask in two interviews, and develop 
a formal request for consent from the interviewees.1  Other pairs of students will make 
suggestions on the questions.  The whole group will come together again after the first interview 
to discuss the process and make suggestions for changes before the second interview.  At that 
point, students will summarize the first interview, analyzing the process and suggesting 
improvements. (10%)  Students will receive credit also for summaries of the second interview 
(10%).  Students will write a short (5-page) analysis of their findings from these two interviews 
(25%)  The final project (see History of Turkey description) will include some of the findings 
from the Oral History project.   
 
 
 
 

 
1We will seek UNC IRB approval for a generic interview consent form that presents all 

necessary components the students will be required to include. 
 
 



 6

Class schedule: 
 

Week 1:  
What is “folk” culture?  Where do the Ottomans come in?  In search of “authentic” Turkishness: 
Introduction to Turk sanat musigi, Arabesque, kara goz puppets, and Develi restaurant  
 

Week 2:  
Faith, culture and secularism: Interviews with religious leaders and secular notables 
 

Week 3:  
Meeting the culture creators: lectures by pop musician Murat Ozyuksel, chef to be announced, 
photographer Ceren Semerci, artist Alev Akasin, calligrapher Efdaluddin Kilic 
 

Weeks 4-5:  
Excursions 
 

Week 6:  
The economics of culture in Turkey: meetings with carpet dealer Hasan Semerci, theater 
producer Serpil Ozyuksel, tourism (selling Turkey), the Mevlevi and the selling of spirituality 
AND FIRST INTERVIEW 
 

Week 7:  
Finish interviews 
 
 
3. Program Travel (weeks 4 and 5) 
 
The two-week excursion will be organized by Tekser Tourism, Inc., which was founded in 1979 
and is one of Turkey’s most experienced and professional travel companies. Tekser Tourism 
works closely with a number of European travel agencies and has created an individualized 
itinerary for the program to best serve its academic needs. This travel agency provided 
transportation for UNC Professor Omid Safi’s summer program in Turkey a few years ago 
(while he was teaching at Colgate University) and has proven to be of high quality.  
 
Tekser Tourism employs experienced drivers who are familiar with the road conditions and will 
only drive during daylight. However, according to the US State Department’s consular 
information sheet on Turkey, road conditions in Turley vary greatly. The excursion will take 
place in the southwestern part of the country. According to the State Department, “highways in 
the southwestern, coastal portion of the country, which is frequented by tourists, are generally in 
good condition and well maintained”.  
 
Travel itinerary: 
 
Days 1-3 Ankara: Capital of the Nation (Travel Istanbul to Ankara: 285 miles) 
We will spend three days in Ankara, focusing on the legacy of Turkey’s first president Kemal 
Ataturk, placed within the context of Ankara’s spectacular Museum of Anatolian Civilizations.  
Includes afternoon at Gordion: Midas’ Tomb.  UNC faculty and students are working to excavate 
at Gordion.  We will visit their site and discuss layers of history and how museums make use of 
the artifacts of the past.) 
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Days 4-6: Cappadocia: Byzantine Cities (Travel Ankara to Cappadocia: 170 miles) 
Three days in Cappadocia looking at the Byzantine cave cities, underground cities, and church 
frescoes 
  
Days 7, 8: Konya: Sufi Capital (Travel Cappadocia to Konya: 132 miles) 
 

Two days in Konya, visiting the tomb of Jamal al-Din Rumi and his teacher Shems, as well as 
the circles of cities that have grown up around them. 
 
Days 9, 10: Beyşehir and Eğirdir (Travel Konya to Egirdir: 89 miles) 
 

On the way from Konya to the coast, we will see an ancient wooden mosque in Beysehir that 
also functioned as an astronomical observatory, then give the students a break from cities and 
monuments with two nights in Egirdir.  Weather permitting, we will spend the day in the national 
park there, walk along the trail (the royal road from Ephesus to Babylon) and swim in the river. 
 
Days 11-13: Troy, Ephesus, Pergamon (Travel Egirdir to Troy: 196 miles) 
 

We will stay in one of these cities and visit the sites students have been hearing about in many 
ancient history and myth courses.  Although we should probably spend a week here, we will 
restrict our time to four days. 
 
Days 14, 15: Gallipoli and the Straits (Travel Troy to Gallipoli: 179 miles) 
 

These are crucial for understanding the legacy of World War I and the importance of the 
Ottoman Empire to Russia and the Europeans.  Two days should include an afternoon off to 
swim in the Aegean.  Return to Istanbul (126 miles) 
 
 
4. Program Logistics 
 

a. University Affiliation 
 

The program will be affiliated with Boğaziçi University, a comprehensive institution of 
higher learning located up the Bosphorus in Rumeli Hisar.  UNC – Chapel Hill currently 
has an exchange agreement with the University of Bosphorus. An academic collaboration 
has been arranged with Bosphorus University History Professor Arzu Özturkmen, who 
will be teaching a few sessions of the Turkey: Culture and Identity Course. The 
university’s International Relations Office will assist in connecting our students with 
Boğaziçi University students for collaboration on the oral history projects.   

 
b. Student Housing 

 

Students on this program will live at Cordial House, a guesthouse in the Sultanahmet 
neighborhood of Istanbul.  Sultanahmet is home to the ancient Hippodrome, Hagia 
Sophia, the old cistern, and the Blue Mosque (Sultanahmet camii). Public transportation 
from this neighborhood is excellent. Students will live in double bedrooms with private 
baths. The guesthouse accommodations include breakfast and students will have access to 
a kitchen to prepare meals. Free wireless internet and airport pick-up, as well as 24-hr 
security is provided as well. 
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c. Communication and Transportation 
 

Wireless internet access is available at Cordial House. Students can purchase or bring 
unlocked cell phones. Mobile phone services in Turkey are inexpensive, easy to 
purchase, and pre-paid cards are available in most places.  Public transportation in 
Istanbul is safe and inexpensive. 

 
d. Safety and Security 

 

Turkey is a relatively safe place to visit. It has long been a member of NATO, and is 
currently seeking European Union membership. Tourism is an important part of the 
Turkish economy. UNC has an exchange program with Bosphorus University in Istanbul 
and our students have been pleased with their experiences. Sarah Shields has been 
traveling to Turkey intermittently since 1982, with and without her children. Street crime 
is Turkey is relatively low. However, the US State Department advised visitors to take 
the same precautions they would take in the U.S.  Road conditions in Turkey vary 
greatly. Highways in the southwestern part of the country, where most of the program 
travel will take place, are in good conditions and roads are well-maintained. Safety in 
Istanbul will be assessed during a site visit this summer and students will be provided 
with a safety orientation upon arrival. 
 

e. Medical care 
 

The majority of hospitals in Istanbul and Ankara have modern facilities, medical 
equipment, and well-trained staff. Students will carry international health insurance 
through HTH Worldwide and will participate in a workshop at the UNC International 
Travel Clinic on health and safety in Turkey. All students will carry an emergency 
information card with emergency contact information and information on the nearest 
hospital, embassy, and police station.  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

November 16, 2007 
 
 
 
 
Jay Smith, Associate Dean for Undergraduate Curricula 
305 Coates Building 
Campus Box 3504 
Carolina Campus 
 
 
Dear Jay: 
 
I write to request the Administrative Boards’ approval of an exchange agreement between 
the Honors Program and the University Scholars Program at the National University of 
Singapore.  The attached document spells out the details.   
 
The honors exchange was a late addition to a larger package that included a broad 
university-to-university exchange agreement and the new joint degree program.  Prior to 
signing, the honors document was reviewed and approved by the College’s study abroad 
advisory committee and Dr. Robert Miles, Senior Associate Dean for Study Abroad and 
International Exchanges. 
 
All parties recognize that implementation of the honors exchange is contingent upon 
approval by the Administrative Boards.  If the Boards identify issues that require revisions, 
we will happily undertake that work.  In all of its significant details, the honors sub-
agreement tracks point for point the provisions of the master university-to-university 
agreement. 
 
Ideally, we would like to begin recruitment in spring 2008 for the first Honors-USP 
exchange during the 2008-09 academic year. 
 
Please let me know if you have questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jim Leloudis 
Associate Dean for Honors 
 

















urse ID   Abbreviated Title Cr. Hrs. Transaction Type Last Action By Status 
246 Stdy Abrd Exch Pamplona 3.0 - 40.0 Add Zachary Altair Lazar  on  11/15/2007 Pending  

18026) Title (Abbv.) Stdy Abrd Exch Pamplona 

Title (Long) University of Navarra-Journalism and Mass Communication 

Number 246 

Effective Term Summer Session I 2008 

Credit 3.0 - 40.0 

Crosslist None 

Prerequisite No 

Description Study Abroad Exchange Program with the University of Navarra-Journalism and Mass Communication. 

GenEd Unspecified 

P/F No 

Add. Components Unspecified 

Restrictions Unspecified 

Activity Type Lecture 

Instructor Unspecified 

Semester Offered Unspecified 

Replace Existing Unspecified  

Enrollment Type Unspecified 

Taught by faculty? Unspecified 

Taught by TA? Unspecified 

Taught by other? Unspecified 

Full Description Study Abroad exchange for spring term or for year long term only. Only offered to JOMC majors or 
premajors. Must have completed 3 levels of Spanish to take spanish classes on the exchange. (Can 
choose to take all english-only classes). 

Grading Info Standard Study Abroad credit will apply. (C- or above) 

Reading 
Assignment 

To be determined by the University of Havarra 

Justification This exchange program is particularly geared towards journalism and mass communication students and 
not open to students in other areas of study. To be eligible to apply for this program, you should ideally be 
a JOMC premajor at the time of the application. At a minimum, you must have taken two journalism 
classes and plan to pursue your studies in the field of journalism    
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